Program of Studies. The study of architecture has a long and distinguished history at the University of Notre Dame. Courses in architecture were taught at the University as early as 1869. Formal instruction in architecture began in 1898. The Department of Architecture, previously part of the College of Engineering, became the free-standing School of Architecture in 1994. The school offers a five-year program leading to the degree of bachelor of architecture and a two-year program leading to the degree of master of architecture. The program is accredited by the National Architectural Accrediting Board, and the curriculum conforms to NAAB requirements for the professional degree in architecture.
Since the early 1990s, the school's curriculum has been based on education in traditional and classical architecture and urbanism. Instruction teaches the skills, cultivates the talents, and imparts the knowledge necessary to produce buildings that represent innovation within long-standing traditions, use nature's materials responsibly, and contribute to building livable communities. The school believes this is best done by learning how recurring problems in designing and constructing buildings and fitting them into existing urban and rural settings have been addressed in the past and adapting those lessons to the ever-changing circumstances of the modern world.
The goals of the curriculum include developing competence in the design of individual buildings, understanding the relationship between individual buildings and their physical and cultural contexts, and recognizing the ethical dimensions of the professional practice of architecture. Architects play a primary role in shaping the built environment and have a professional responsibility to do so in a manner that contributes to the civil life of society. Their work must also help to renew and sustain the integrity of the natural world and promote social welfare.
While the primary objective of the curriculum is professional education, students have opportunities to explore fields such as business, engineering, environmental sciences, and the liberal arts through electives. They also have required electives in theology and philosophy.
In the United States, most state registration boards require a degree from an accredited professional degree program as a prerequisite for licensure. The National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB), which is the sole agency authorized to accredit US professional degree programs in architecture, recognizes three types of degrees: the bachelor of architecture, the master of architecture, and the doctor of architecture. A program may be granted a six-year, three-year, or two-year term of accreditation, depending on its degree of conformance with established educational standards.
Master's degree programs may consist of a preprofessional undergraduate degree and a professional graduate degree, which, when earned sequentially, comprise an accredited professional education. However, the preprofessional degree is not, by itself, recognized as an accredited degree.
In addition to the first professional degree of bachelor of architecture, the school offers degree programs at the master's level: a professional master of architecture (MArch) and a post-professional master of architectural design and urganism (MADU). The degree program is for graduate students whose undergraduate degree involved a four-year major in architecture. The school also offers a post-professional master's degree in either classical building design or urban design for the student who already holds a first professional degree in architecture at either the bachelor's or master's level.
A concentration in furniture design is also an option within the first professional degree program. Required courses for the concentration are ARCH 41811, Beginning Furniture; ARCH 41821, Advanced Furniture Design; ARCH 57811, Special Studies in Furniture Design; ARCH 57821, Special Studies in Furniture Design 2; and either AMST 20107, American Art: History and Culture, or AMST 43109, Material America. (Either of the last two courses will satisfy a portion of the University history requirement.)
Both the undergraduate and graduate programs at Notre Dame take advantage of the school's proximity to Chicago. In addition, all third-year students spend the academic year in the school's Rome Studies Center in Italy. All graduate students spend a spring semester there. Some limited scholarship aid is available for the additional expenses incurred in Rome.
The initial phase of undergraduate architectural study is devoted to acquiring basic design and technical skills and developing an understanding of architectural concepts by learning canonical forms of classical architecture and manipulating them in design problems. The sophomore year begins with paradigmatic projects and ends by solving complex and challenging building programs. The sophomore foundation is reinforced in the third year, which is spent in Rome. There, 2,500 years of building tradition provides the context for contemporary design problems. Fourth-year students return to Notre Dame, where they are reintroduced to the American context. At this stage, students are encouraged to synthesize their interpretations of the historical legacy in the context of American urban centers and small cities. They are also challenged by projects that require them to engage architectural problems outside their normal Western focus. The undergraduate program culminates with a thesis design project completed in the fifth year of study. In 2000, the school opened the South Bend Downtown Design Center, which it operates in collaboration with the Downtown Partnership. This center provides fourth-and fifth-year students with opportunities to do community planning projects and architectural design exercises in conjunction with local architects, planning officials, and community groups. In addition to studio instruction, students complete course work in structural, mechanical, and environmental systems and architectural history. History and theory courses in the School of Architecture include a twosemester survey of the history of architecture from the earliest times to the present and specialized upper-level course work in selected topics involving the history and theory of architecture.
Students are in contact with practicing professionals through collaboration between the School of Architecture and the South Bend Downtown Design Center, as well as the Northern Indiana Chapter of the American Institute of Architects. The School of Architecture has an active chapter of the American Institute of Architecture Students.
Facilities. The School of Architecture is located in Bond Hall of Architecture. This building, the former University Library, was thoroughly rebuilt from 1995 through 1996. The 60,000-square-foot building contains classrooms, an auditorium, library, computer lab, and studios that are both functional and designed in accord with the historical limestone structure. The Rome Studies Center is in the heart of Rome's historic center.
Richard H. Driehaus Prize in Classical Architecture
Richard H. Driehaus, the founder and chairman of Driehaus Capital Management in Chicago, initiated the Richard H. Driehause Prize in Classical Architecture to honor a major contributor in the field of traditional and classical architecture or historic preservation. In 2004, he initiated the Henry Hope Reed prize to recognize outstanding contributions to the welfare of the traditional city and its architecture. He established the prizes through the University of Notre Dame's School of Architecture because of its reputation as a national leader in incorporating the ideals of traditional and classical architecture into the task of modern urban development.
First Year
First-year students intending to major in architecture take the following courses: 
Architecture course Descriptions
The following course descriptions give the number and title of each course. Lecture hours per week and laboratory and/or tutorial hours per week, and credits each semester are in parentheses. (3-0-3) Open to all students. In this course, the development of Greek monumental architecture and the major problems that define it will be traced from the 8th through the 2nd centuries BC, from the late Geometric through the Archaic, Classical, and Hellenistic periods. Among themes to be treated are the relationship between landscape and religious architecture, the humanization of temple divinities, the architectural expression of religious tradition and even specific history, architectural procession and hieratic direction, emblem and narration in architectural sculpture, symbolism and allusion through architectural order, religious revival and archaism, and the breaking of the architectural and religious canon.
ARCH 40221. Survey: Greek Art/Architecture (3-0-3) Open to all students. This course analyzes and traces the development of Greek architecture, painting, and sculpture in the historical period from the 8th through 2nd century BC, with some consideration of prehistoric Greek forebears of the Mycenaean Age. Particular emphasis is placed upon monumental art, its historical and cultural contexts, and how it reflects changing attitudes toward the gods, human achievement, and the relationship between the divine and the human. (V-0-V) This program will introduce students to traditional and current architecture and urbanism in China. Its emphasis will be on traditional and current practices in building and urbanism. Its principal activities will be looking, listening, drawing, and sketching. There will be a brief design segment. (3-0-3) Teaching assistants guide second-year students taking ARCH 20419 and students in ARCH 20411 in developing technical solutions to architectural studies. They assist in evaluation of submitted work and prepare and deliver short presentations on current building techniques. Spring. (2) Tuscan Classical Architecture and its Regional Variants; and (3) Drawing and Painting. The History and Theory component consists of a series of lectures on Renaissance Humanism and site visits to important cities and buildings throughout Tuscany. These will center primarily on Florence and the Mugello Valley. The study of Tuscan Classical Architecture and its Regional Variants examines the rediscovery of classical architecture in quattrocento Florence and it creative interpretations throughout Tuscany. The Drawing and Painting component introduces students to the basics of landscape drawing and painting based on observations from nature. Ray Stuermer Memorial Award for Excellence in Design. Given in memory of former Professor Ray Stuermer, this award, selected by faculty, is given on the basis of design work through the fourth year for overall improvement and design excellence.
Frank Montana Rome Scholarship Award Winners.
Selected by the dean, second-year design faculty and the office of financial aid, the Montana Rome Scholarships are for tuition assistance in connection with the Notre Dame Rome Studies Program.
Student Organizations
AIAS, Student Chapter of the American Institute of Architects. Students begin to engage in the professional activities of the national AIAS by attending meetings and conventions and structuring activities within the School of Architecture. The AIAS sponsors educational, professional and social events in the school.
Tau Sigma Delta. In 1961 the Sigma Chapter of Tau Sigma Delta, the national architectural honor society, was established at Notre Dame. The constitution of Tau Sigma Delta stresses as its sole function the encouragement of high scholastic standing. Election to membership is limited to the top 20 percent of the students in the School of Architecture who have completed 60 percent of their requirements for the professional degree.
